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Good Morning Ben,
 
Firstly apologies for the (very large) delay in coming back to you on this. The principles
set out in your Surface Water Drainage report are sound and generally acceptable to
the board, in terms of SW runoff and flood mitigation measures. I would like to just
reiterate the previous points made by my colleague in a previous email that any
impermeable areas that are proposed to positively drain to a watercourse will be subject
to IDB approval with discharge restricted to greenfield runoff rates i.e. 1.4 l/s/ha. If the
impermeable areas are proposed to drain to ground the IDB would not object in
principal and would suggest that percolation tests are undertaken to establish if ground
conditions are suitable.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require any further information.
 
Kind regards,
For and on behalf of the Shiregroup of Internal Drainage Board,
 
Adam Branston
Consents Officer
 
Website: Selby Area IDB
Consent Applications & Planning Info: Selby Area IDB
 
Consent Queries please re-direct to Consents@shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk
Planning Queries please re-direct to Planning@shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk

General Enquiries please re-direct to info@selbyareaidb.org.uk
Accounts Enquiries please re-direct to info@selbyareaidb.org.uk
 
From: Shire Group Planning @shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, December 11, 2023 3:12 PM
To: Paul Jones < @shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk>; Adam Branston < @jba-
bentley.co.uk>
Subject: FW: Selby IDB Information (E216), Helios Renewable Energy Project – Surface Water
Drainage Strategy Principles
 
Afternoon Adam,

Further to the emails last week I have now responded to Stantec with some ‘standard
comments’ as discussed. Please see attached.

Paul & I also discussed this email from PFA last week - it appears to relate to the same project.
They previously requested we release some GIS files to assist them. We were agreeable to do so





The PIER which contains full details of the preliminary surface water drainage strategy and a
preliminary Flood Risk Assessment is currently undergoing a review by our project team and it is
anticipated to be formally submitted to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) in the coming months.
Once formally submitted this will trigger a formal consultation with the IDB. Although the full
suite of documents will soon be available to comment it is considered worthwhile to give you an
early opportunity to comment on the proposed approach to surface water management on the
solar farm development.

The layout is currently being developed but please note the emerging Parameters plan avoids
development within 7m of ordinary watercourses on the Site except where access track
watercourse crossings are required. Where works are within 7m of the bank of a watercourse we
will assess the requirement for IDB byelaw consent when sufficient details become available. The
Parameters plan does not form part of the attached submission but will be available to review as
part of the PEIR int the coming months.

We would welcome a written response to agree the principles and methodologies set out in the
attached document. A follow up meeting or phone call could be arranged if this would be
beneficial to discuss any outstanding matters.  

You can contact me on @pfaplc.com and my mobile number is 07511 084888 if you wish to
discuss this request.

Kind regards

Ben Fox BSc (Hons) MCIWEM C.WEM CEnv
Associate

Transport Planning / Highways & Infrastructure Design / Flood Risk & Water Management

PFA Consulting Ltd, Stratton Park House, Wanborough Road, Swindon SN3 4HG
T:  M: 

_____________________________________
PFA Consulting Ltd
Company Registered in England 03871018. 
Registered address as above.
 

 

From: Janette Parker < @shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk> 
Sent: 24 July 2023 11:59
To: Ben Fox @pfaplc.com>
Cc: Shire Group Planning @shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Selby IDB Information (E216)
 
Ben,
 
Thank you for your recent email including the signed agreement.
 
Please find attached the relevant watercourse shapefile.
 
Regards,
 



Janette Parker
Rating Officer
Shire Group of Internal Drainage Boards
Telephone:  
Rate Payment Line:  
 
 
 
 

From: Ben Fox @pfaplc.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2023 11:30 AM
To: Janette Parker <J @shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk>
Cc: Shire Group Planning < @shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk>; @fpaplc.com
Subject: RE: Selby IDB Information (E216)
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of JBA and contains one or more attachments.
DO NOT open attachments unless you recognise the sender's email address and are absolutely
certain that the content is safe.
See the Phishing page on IMS on SP for more information about how to spot and report
suspicious messages.
Good morning Janette
 
Thank you for getting back to us.
 
Please find attached the signed Data Sharing Agreement.
 
Kind regards
 
Ben Fox BSc (Hons) MCIWEM C.WEM CEnv
Associate

Transport Planning / Highways & Infrastructure Design / Flood Risk & Water Management

PFA Consulting Ltd, Stratton Park House, Wanborough Road, Swindon SN3 4HG
T: : 

_____________________________________
PFA Consulting Ltd
Company Registered in England 03871018. 
Registered address as above.
 

 

From: Janette Parker @shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk> 
Sent: 18 July 2023 15:22
To: @pfaplc.com; s @fpaplc.com
Cc: Shire Group Planning @shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Selby IDB Information (E216)
 





 
PFA Consulting Ltd
Stratton Park House
Wanborough Road
Swindon SN3 4HG

E: @pfaplc.com / T: 01793 828000 / M: 07511 084888

www.pfaplc.com / Find us on   

_____________________________________
PFA Consulting Ltd
Company Registered in England 03871018. 
Registered address as above.
 

From: Susie Concannon @pfaplc.com> 
Sent: 20 February 2023 12:24
To: @selbyareaidb.org.uk
Cc: Ben Fox @pfaconsulting.uk>
Subject: FW: Selby IDB Information
 
Good Morning,
 

I am chasing up the request below sent on 31st January 2023, requesting the data sets used on
your website showing the watercourses within the IDB catchment. If its possible could we have
them in GIS format (SHP).
 
if you have any more detailed information on your water management activities including details
of structures/pumps etc that would also be of use, if you could share this with us it would be
greatly appreciated.
 
Would it be possible to get an update on this,
 
Kind Regards,
 
Susie Concannon 
Assistant Engineer

 
PFA Consulting Ltd
Stratton Park House
Wanborough Road
Swindon SN3 4HG

E: @pfaplc.com / T:  
www.pfaplc.com / Find us on   

_____________________________________
PFA Consulting Ltd
Company Registered in England 03871018. 



Registered address as above.
 

From: Susie Concannon < @pfaplc.com> 
Sent: 31 January 2023 10:54
To: 'info@selbyareaidb.org.uk' <i @selbyareaidb.org.uk>
Cc: 'Ben Fox' @pfaplc.com>
Subject: Selby IDB Information
 
Good Morning,
 
I was hoping you would be able to help,
 
I am writing on behalf of my client Enso Engery Ltd, to request some information in regards to
the proposed development for a solar farm on land at Selby, North Yorkshire.
 
Please find attached a location map showing the area we are interested in and shape file for the
location. I have also inserted a screenshot of the map from your website in reference to the
information we need.
 
We would really appreciate it if we could obtain the data sets used on your website showing the
watercourses within the IDB catchment. It would be helpful if these were in GIS format (SHP). In
addition if you have any more detailed information on your water management activities
including details of structures/pumps etc that would also be of use and would be greatly
appreciated.
 
Kind Regards,
 
Susie Concannon 
Assistant Engineer

 
PFA Consulting Ltd
Stratton Park House
Wanborough Road
Swindon SN3 4HG

E: @pfaplc.com / T:  
www.pfaplc.com / Find us on   

_____________________________________
PFA Consulting Ltd
Company Registered in England 03871018. 
Registered address as above.
 
   
## The first message in this conversation was sent internally from within the JBA organisation. ##

JBA Consulting, Epsom House, Chase Park, Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster,
South Yorkshire, DN6 7FE. Telephone: +44 1302 337798
WEM Framework Suppliers 2013-2019 and the Shire Group of IDBs is a member of the
JBA group of companies.



The JBA Group supports the JBA Trust. Follow us on Twitter @JBAConsulting This email is covered by the JBA
Consulting email disclaimer
JBA Consulting is the trading name of Jeremy Benn Associates Limited, registered in England, company number
03246693, 1 Broughton Park, Old Lane North, Broughton, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 3FD.
www.shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk

   
   



From: Green, Jordan 
Sent: Friday, January 5, 2024 4:49 PM
To: Mark Joynes s@shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk>
Cc: info@helios-renewable-energy-project.co.uk
Subject: RE: Helios Renewable Energy Project - Formal Consultation under Section 42 of the
Planning Act 2008 (as amended)

Hi Mark,

Thank you for your response, on behalf of the Selby IDB, to the Helios Renewable Energy Project
statutory consultation.

I wanted to confirm if you had had sight of the attached plan which addresses landscape and
watercourse buffers, including in drainage channels, and justification for planting within said buffers.

This was Appendix 16 to the Flood Risk Assesment (which itself was Appendix 9.1 to the Preliminary
Envirionmental Information Report). For ease I have provided the link to the consultation documents
online: Documents/FAQs » Helios Renewable Energy Project (helios-renewable-energy-
project.co.uk)

Please let me know if you have any queries or would like to discuss further.

Many thanks,

Jordan

Associate - Infrastructure Planning

Direct: 
Mobile: 

@stantec.com

Stantec
7 Soho Square
London W1D 3QB







If you have not yet submitted your feedback, but would like to do so, the deadline for consultation
responses is 11.59pm on Thursday 7 December.

You can provide your response by:
Emailing info@helios-renewable-energy-project.co.uk
Using the online form on the project website www.helios-renewable-energy-project.co.uk/get-
in-touch/
Or by writing to FREEPOST TC CONSULATON (no further stamp or address needed)

Once the consultation has closed, we will review all of the feedback and we will prepare a
consultation report which will be included as part of the application which we are aiming to submit in
2024.

Please get in touch if you have any further questions relating to the proposals or consultation process
and we will be happy to answer your questions before the consultation closes.

Kind regards

Jordan

From: Green, Jordan 
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 5:35 PM
Cc: @stantec.com>
Subject: Helios Renewable Energy Project - Formal Consultation under Section 42 of the Planning
Act 2008 (as amended)

Good evening,

Please find attached a letter formally consulting you/your organisation under Section 42 of the
Planning Act 2008 (as amended). This notification concerns Enso Green Holdings D Limited’s
proposals for the Helios Renewable Energy Project. This proposal concerns land located to the west
of the village of Camblesforth and to the north of the village of Hirst Courtney in North Yorkshire,
within the administrative area of North Yorkshire Council.

This email and digital copy of the letter formally consulting you/your organisation is accompanied by a
hard copy letter, to be sent via Royal Mail. This email is intended as an addition to this and to ensure
timely delivery of the formal consultation notification.

Should you have any queries on the consultation documents or any other element of the Helios
Renewable Energy Project, please feel free to contact me. You can also contact the project team in
the following ways:

Visit the project website
Call 0800 699 0081
Email info@helios-renewable-energy-project.co.uk
Write to FREEPOST TC CONSULTATION (no further address or stamp required)

Many thanks,

Jordan

Jordan Green
Associate - Infrastructure Planning

Direct: 
Mobile: 

@stantec.com

Stantec
7 Soho Square



From: Shire Group Planning
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: E216: Helios Renewable Energy Project - IDB Consultation (Surface Water Management/Watercourse

Maintenance)
Date: 11 August 2023 12:08:07
Attachments: image002.png
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Good afternoon Ben,

Thanks for your email. I can confirm the byelaw in question refers to any ordinary watercourse in
the drainage district, not just those included in the maintenance plan. Here ‘ordinary
watercourse’ should be interpreted as any watercourse in the district that is not main river
(Environment Agency) or an adopted sewer.

Accordingly, consent from the Selby Area IDB would be required for any works within 7m of the
bank.

You mentioned the possibility of the IDB relaxing the 7m buffer. It would be best if you discussed
this matter in the first instance with the Board’s Engineer Paul Jones. Paul returns from Annual
Leave next week but I have copied him into this email for ease of reference.

I hope this helps but please get back to me if you require anything more.

Many thanks

Mark Joynes
Financial Officer
Shire Group of Internal Drainage Boards
Tel:  (option 1 then option 2)
Direct Dial: 
 

From: Ben Fox @pfaplc.com> 
Sent: Thursday, August 3, 2023 9:34 AM
To: Janette Parker < r@shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk>
Cc: Shire Group Planning @shiregroup-idbs.gov.uk>
Subject: E216: Helios Renewable Energy Project - IDB Consultation (Surface Water
Management/Watercourse Maintenance)
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of JBA and contains one or more attachments.
DO NOT open attachments unless you recognise the sender's email address and are absolutely
certain that the content is safe.
See the Phishing page on IMS on SP for more information about how to spot and report
suspicious messages.
Good morning Janette

Further to my email last week which covered the approach to surface water management on the
Helios Renewable Energy Project near Camblesforth, Yorkshire we have a specific question
regarding your byelaws and the onsite watercourses.

The site is crossed by a network of IDB maintained watercourses (see attached extract) in
addition to drainage ditches which are classified as ordinary watercourses.



Byelaw 10 states:

No person without the previous consent of the Board shall erect any building or structure,
whether temporary or permanent, or plant any tree, shrub, willow or other similar growth
within 7 metres of the landward toe of the bank where there is an embankment or wall or
within 7 metres of the top of the batter where there is no embankment or wall, or where
the watercourse is enclosed within 7 metres of the enclosing structure.

Please can you confirm if Byelaw 10 applies to all watercourses (ordinary watercourses and IDB
maintained watercourses) or just the IDB maintained watercourses on the attached extract
within your area?

We are developing the layout and the landscape architect is proposing planting around sensitive
sections of the perimeter of the site to screen the development proposals. We understand the
purpose of the 7m buffer is to ensure the function of the watercourses can be maintained and
access for routine maintenance is not impeded. Do you have any further guidance regarding
maintenance access for watercourses and local relaxation of the 7m maintenance buffer?

We recognise the importance of retaining the watercourses and access to the watercourses for
routine maintenance. Subject to achieving 7m unobstructed access on one side of the
watercourse could there be relaxation of the 7m on the opposite side (reduced to 3-4m?)? There
is existing planting within the buffer and along the watercourses so we hope this principle can be
achieved so the land 7m either side of a watercourse isn’t sterilised. We note that any relaxation
would need to be on a case by case basis and subject to byelaw approval but if we could agree
this in principle that would be worthwhile. Any specific guidance you can provide on this point
would be beneficial to inform the layout of the proposed development.

I would be grateful if you could comment on these two points so we can refine our layout before
the submission of the PEIR. If you could comment on the watercourse matter first that would be
appreciated and the approach to surface water management detailed below can follow.

Happy to discuss over a phone call or virtual meeting if that would be helpful. The best number
to get me on is my mobile: 

Kind regards

Ben Fox BSc (Hons) MCIWEM C.WEM CEnv
Associate

Transport Planning / Highways & Infrastructure Design / Flood Risk & Water Management

PFA Consulting Ltd, Stratton Park House, Wanborough Road, Swindon SN3 4HG
T:  M: 

_____________________________________
PFA Consulting Ltd
Company Registered in England 03871018. 
Registered address as above.
















